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large Scale Church Aid to Needy Proposed at Berlin 


(Berlin) - The mobilisation of Christian forces around the world in the largest 
single church-sponsored programme to aid the needy ever undertaken has been pro- 
posed here. The proposal visualises that churches unite in co-operative attack 
upon the root causes of under-—development, hunger, unemployment, illiteracy and 
disease in sections of Asia, Africa, the Middle Hast and Latin America designated 
as “areas of acute human need", 


It proposes development of new large-scale comprehensive projects. At the 
same time, it suggests the churches expand programmes to alleviate material and 
emergency needs through accelerated distribution of food, clothing and medicines 
in these areas. 


The plan was put forward by Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the Division of 
Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. He 
addressed 150 delegates at the Division's Annual Consultation meeting in Berlin 
(iol ye20—26)'. 


Dr. Cooke emphasized that the plan does not represent a new area of church 
work. He cited as an example of prior work in this area the fact that of the 
39,000 Protestant missionaries in the field and the $175,000,000 spent annually 
for missionary work, about half of the total resources of men and money are be= 
ing devoted to technical aid of some kind, 
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Dr. Cooke indicated a major part of the new programme might be development 
of "specific comprehensive" technical aid and training projects of five to ten 
years duration. Initial study indicates the projects should be: 


1. Demonstration and training programmes of such a size as to be signifi- 
cant for the community and neighbouring areas, and 


2, Involve the acquisition of sufficient areas of land required to show 
the advantages of improved techniques of production, 


3. Concerned not only with food production, but with training in home 
economy and welfare, family life, childcare, nutrition,etc, 


4, Within the competence of local people to adopt and apply. The pro- 
gramme would be developed in co-operation with local people and chur- 
ches in each area. 


Dr. Cooke reported that in addition to study of these proposed projects, 
the Division on behalf of the churches has been in touch with officials of the 
five-year Freedom From Hunger campaign of the UN Food and Asriculture Organisa- 
tion to*plan co-operation. 


The Division has also appointed a new staff member to supervise this ex- 
panded work. He is the Rev. Heinrich Puffert, for the past ten years in charge 
of diaconal work in Westphalia of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht, director of the WCC's study on areas of rapid social 


change, told the Berlin conference that the primary job of the churches today is” 


not meeting human need but the reconciliation of the nations. 


The rapid social changes taking place in Asia, Africa and Latin America are 
in large part a revolt against the West. "Consequently the churches of the West 
must be sure that their giving of aid is not a substitute for the fundamental 
need of reconciliation required of them", he declared, 


Mr, Abrecht declared that “reconciliation means a readiness on the part of 
Christians to understand and to come to terms with the meaning of rapid social 
change in its economic and political aspects and is therefore a pre-condition of 
any action to meet human need." At the same time, he said, they must develop a 
new understanding of the "decisive" role of younger churches in these areas and 
of the meaning of Christian service. 


He said that generally Europe is unprepared for working out its new rela- 
tions with the African continent and "the European churches have on the whole 
done very little to make clear the moral responsibility of European Christians 
in the present situation". A similar situation exists for the US which has 
"exercised a kind of imperial economic power" in its relations to Latin America, 
he declared. 


"We can see very easily we are terribly late", he declared. "We have been 
complacent too long before these enormous problems. We shall have to work very 


hard to make up for lost time, But it is clearly an adventure of faith and works 


to which we are called in this time." EPs, Geneva 


Australian Council Changes Name 

(Menangle, New South Wales) - The Australian Council for the World Council of 
Churches changed its name to the Australian Council of Churches at its 14th an- 
nual meeting here recently. 
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The Council will continue to be affiliated with the World Council as a re~ 
lated national council and will continue "to further the work of the ecumenical 
movement vigorously", the meeting declared. 


The change brings the name of the Australian Council into conformity with 
other national groupings of churches. Speakers suggested that the new name 
will help non-member churches to take their place in its work, give it a clearer 
national standing in relation to the federal government, and clarify existing 
confusion between the World and Australian Councils. ; 


The Executive Committee of the Council said that the National Conference of 
Churches, sponsored by the Council in February (see EPS No.4), “had accomplished 
more for a better climate of relationships between divided churches than any 
other singleevent in the Church's history in Australia". 


In other actions the Council decided to establish an Ecumenical Institute 
in Australia, plan a survey of theological training, initiate a study programme 
on the nature of "the unity God demands of His Church" and establish commissions 
on the life of the local congregations. 


Money is in danger of becoming an end in itself in Australia's way of life, 
the Council declared. It took note of the tendency to estimate status by salary 
level, the raising of salaries in higher level brackets beyond human need, land 
booms and gambling. 


The Council heard the Rev. Alan Brash, inter-church aid secretary of the 
East Asia Christian Conference, say that Asian churches face the largest evangel-— 
istic task in history, The Council's Committee for the EACC reported disburse— 
ment of £4,000 (US$9,000) to the Asian Conference in 1959, The Australian Coun- 
eit belongs to the HACC. 


The 10-member Council voted membership to the Antiochian Orthodox and Ar- 
menian Apostolic Churches. BPS, Geneva 


Youth Assembly Faces United Communion Problem 


(Lausanne) - The subject of intercommunion was brought into sharp focus for a 
generation of Buropean Christian youth at the first European Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly at Lausanne, July 13 - 24, (See EPS No.28) In private conversation, 
groups and plenary sessions, the difficulties involved for Christians from dif- 
ferent traditions in coming together at the Table of the Lord were explored, 

In accord with policy at previous ecumenical gatherings, no united service of 
Holy Communion was planned. 


On July 22, a service of Holy Communion was held in the Swiss Reformed 
Church of St. Francis in Lausanne. It was at the invitation of and conducted 
by fourteen Protestant ministers of different nationalities and confessional 
backgrounds, The liturgy was that proposed to Swiss Protestant parishes which 
received groups of delegates for parish visitation, About 1000 delegates at-— 
tended the service and of these some 900 took communion. 


The pastors issued an announcement saying: “Owing to the divisions among 
the churches, it has not been possible to plan within the assembly a united 
service of Holy Communion in which all could join. But in obedience to our own 
convictions, we take the responsibility of inviting the erowing number of those 
who earnestly believe that they can accept such an invitation to take part in a 
united service." 


| Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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"Many people have asked me why no united service of Holy Communion has been 
arranged for the whole conference", Canon Edward H. Patey of Coventry, Ingland 
Chairman of the conference, said. The statement issued by Canon Patey after a 
proach on behalf of many delegates, outlined three conclusions of the prepara-— 
tory committee. They were: 


1, That there should be no communion service celebrated within the official 
programme of the conference. “It was well-known that certain churches could only 
send delegates to Lausanne on the understanding that this rule was observed," 


2. That confessions participating in the assembly should make it possible 
for all delegates to receive Holy Communion during the Lausanne conference. 
Such services did not take place in the Palais de Beaulieu, the official meeting 
place, because they were not part of the official conference programme, 


3. That the Swiss parishes should be asked to celebrate Holy Communion on 
the Sunday of the parish visitation with an open invitation to all delegates to 
participate. 


Canon Patey stressed that these conditions were agreed upon by confessions 
and countries represented in the preparatory committee, and "it was only because 
of these conditions that certain churches were able to send delegates here." 

"To depart from these conditions wovld be to break faith with many participating 
churches, If the delegates to the assembly believe that at future gatherings 
the conditions should be different, they are at liberty to say so to their own 
churches", the chairman said. 


In their findings, the delegates expressed dissatisfaction with the situa- 
tion in which they found themselves, (See page 7) EPS, Geneva 


Churches Report on Gifts for Emergencies, Material Needs 


(Berlin) - llember churches of the World Council of Churches have contributed 
funds in excess of $734,600 to aid victims of a total of 17 emergency situations 
around the world during the last year and a half. The amounts were reported 
here to the Annual Consultation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees of the WCC. 


More than half the total -— $383,014 - was allocated during the first few 
months of 1960. The two largest amounts went to victims of earthquakes in Chile 
in May - $291,872, and in Agadir, Morocco - $73,052. The total figure for the 
first five months of 1960 was $383,014, The total figure for the year 1959 was 
$351,663, The figures represent only direct cash gifts. 


Church contributions of material goods for the year 1959 totalled 6465 tons 
of food, clothing, medicines and other commoditics valued at’ $55,631,000. The 
churches also transmitted a total of 234,142 tons of government contributed sup= 
plies (the bulk given by the US government) valued at $27,055,000. 


The total of 240,607 tons valucd at $32,692,000 was reported to the Con- 
sultation by the Rev. John D, Metzler, Europe Secretary for Material Aid of the 
World Council of Churches. He noted a decline in the amounts of material goods 
going into Europe and an increase being sent to other parts of the world, parti- 
cularly South-East Asia. He said this had been due to rising economic standards 
in European countries, and to, the increasing awareness on the part of the chur- 
ches of necds in other sections and the development of more adequate facilities 
for distribution in these countries, EPS, Geneva 
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Split in Orthodox Laymen's Movement 


(Athens) — A Split is reported in the ranks of the leading laymen's movement of 
the Orthodox Church in Greece, 


A minority group hes broken from the ZOE (life) movement and established a 
new organisation called "0 Sortir’ (The Saviour). The break developed because 
the minority group believes the present leadership and majority of ZOE members 
are departing fro the principles of the founder, 


ZOE was founded in 1909 by Archimandrite Eusebius Mathiopoulos, as a brother- 
hood, chiefly of laymen, who live in community and take vows of poverty, obedience 
and celibacy. The brotherhood has organised widespread religious and social work 
among youth, working men and needy. It publishes a weekly magazine "ZOE" which 
has the largest circulation of any religious periodical in Greece, 


The "0 Sortir" group has announced it will establish itself as a separate 
organisation and will shortly begin publication of its own periodical. Member- 
ship in the 0 Sortir group includes Professor P.N. Trembelas, professor emeritiis 
of the University of Athens, and other founding members of the brotherhood. 

EPS, Geneva 


Barth, Visser 't Hooft Address Student Meeting 


(Strasbourg) - Karl Barth, famous Swiss Protestant theologian, kept 700 partici- 
pants at a World's Student Christian Federation conference here alternately in- 
tent and hilarious in a two-hour question and answer session, (See EPS No.28) 
The 4-year old Professor Darth came specially from Basle to answer questions 
sent to him by telephone in advance. 


Asked how the mission of the Church on earth was related to the Kinddom of 
God, Dr. Barth said thattwo were related but never identical. He said that the 
Church cannot replace, establish or achieve the purpose of the Kingdom of God. 
"The Kingdom of God is the work of God from above, the mission of the Church is 
obedience to it." He emphasized that the business of the Church was to reflect 
the reality of the Kingdom or rule of God, not to make it, 


As a three-point guide to Christian political action Dr. Barth declared 
that “a Christian serving his master cannot be indifferent to politics", that 
he must beware of overestimating and "deifying" political programmes, and that 
Christians who take a political stand must do it with humility. 


Two African students questioned whether Dr. Barth's estimate of political 
regimes was not influenced by Western assumptions that liberal democracy was best 
for human beings. He denied that he was on the side of one ideology against 
others and said they must all be tested by their capacity to put man ahead of 
“orinciples, interests or money", He said: "I am not defending a liberal de- 
mocratic formof politics. What I have said applies to every form of government." 

On participation of Christians in revolutions, Professor Barth said it "de= 
pends on the kind of revoultion", He recalled that he himself had "taken a small 
part in the revolution against the Nazis in Germany" and that “many were involved 
as good Christians". 


When asked if the preaching of the Christian message should include warnings 
about hell, Dr. Barth defined hell as a continued existence "in separation from 
God, one's neighbour and even one's inner self" and said it should not be part 
of the proclamation of the Gospel. He deprecated laughing about the terrors of 
hell, but said Christians who knew that Christ had beaten it should turn their 
backs on it and leave it behind them. 
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He told the students: "Don't busy yourself with the Devil, but make friends 
with Christ and cast him out as Luther did, perhaps with the help of a little 
ink - writing volumes of dogmatics for example." (Martin Luther is said to have 
thrown an inkwell at an apparition of the Devil. Karl Barth is engaged on a huge 
multi-volume work called “Church Dogmatics".) 


The general secretary of the World Council of Churches called on the stu- 
dents to work for a new understanding of the nature of the Church in their local 
congregations all over the world. Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft said the job called 
for pioneering and "loyal opposition” because "the real sense of the Church has 
been lost in all our churches, even those which officially have a right concept— 
Ponsol tne Church" ; 


He defended the biblical idea that the local congregation must prove itself 
to be the “place where the One Holy Church exists and does its work", 


Saying that he did not speak in any official capacity, he said he believed 
that the great problem was "to make the Church think of itself as the Church of 
Christ and not of this or that country or denomination". 


The Dutch theologian said that it was not enough to feed people with infor- 
mation, though this was necessary. "Information can produce ecumenical activism", 


he said, "but it cannot build the One Church, For that we need not information 


but conversion, True preaching and Bible study will help us more than talks and 
brochures about the ecumenical movement, It is not true that the ecumenically 
enlightened have the answers in their pockets and that these answers have only. 
to be communicated to the ecumenically under-developed masses in the pews", he 
said. 


"Preaching is not a lesson in bourgeois morality or in living without pain", 
he said. "The local church is an earthen vessel, but he who looks for the pearl 
of great price will find the treasure in the vessel." 


He deplored an attitude summed up in a verse he composed for the occasion: 


"Oh, how I love the world-wide Church 
With deep spiritual pleasure; 

But I detest my church in town, 

It bores me beyond measure." 


r. Visser 't Hooft pointed out that “unity does not mean uniformity. Why 
should it?" he asked, "There was a real unity in New Testament times but at the 
same time what astonishing diversity between St. Peter, St. Paul andSt, James, 
between Jerusalem, Corinth and Rome," 

A silence of thanksgiving was observed for the unanimous UN Security Council 
vote on methods resolving the Congo crisis. The WSCF conference unanimously ap- 
proved a cable to UN secretary general Dag Hammarskjé1ld supporting him "in every 
effort to bring to an end violence and destruction in the Congo, to work for the 
reconciliation of all groups and to help establish in this young nation the con- 
ditions of a new society, free, just and peaceful". 

Ten delegates from the international Roman Catholic student organisation 
"Pax Romana" are present. The Roman Catholic Bishop of Strasbourg, the Rts Rev. 
Jean Julion Weber, in a special message hailed the conference as dealing with "a 
theme of present significance for us Catholics as well as for our Protestant 
brethren". 

Kenneth Strachan, director of the Latin American Mission in San José, Costa 
Rica, was introduced to the c nference as representing the “conservative evange- 
lical" position. He spoke on the spectacular growth and influence of Protestant— 
ism in Central America. EPS, Geneva 
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Youth Assembly Speaks out _on Unity and Responsibility 

(Lausanne) - Young people attending the European Ecumenical Youth Assembly ex- 
pressed themselves on a variety of subjects ranging from responsible political 
action to ways of achieving Christian unity. The conference of 1,800 youths was 
Sponsored by the World Council of Churches and national ecumenical youth groups 
in Europe. 


The delegates approved a 3,500 word statement of findings from their cleven 
days of study. Running through the statement was an emphasis on the responsibi-— 
lity of European young people to assist the rest of the world, especially cou- 
tries of 'rapid social change', Equally strong was the recognition of the dis- 
unity of the Church and a desire to seek unity. 


They admitted their inability to agree completely on certain concrete pro- 
blems such as co-existence, atomic weapons and military service. 


"We are grateful to God that in our gathering we have recognised more clear= 
ly than ever before that in spite of differences of language and denomination, 
of race and nationality, in Christ we arcone, members of the body of Christ", 
the statement affirmed. 


The findings, a consensus of croup study, will be sent to the Central Com-— 
mittee of the World Council and its Third Assembly which meets in New Delhi in 
1961, and will also go to churches represented by the young people. 


The delegates expressed to the French delegation their "concern and soli- 
darity in the Algerian problem" and assured them of their prayers. They en- 
dorsed the views set forth by the French delegation in a statement which asked 
to end hostilities. (Scc EPS No,28) 


The findings expressed gratitude to God forbeing able to gather in "full 
European representation and with our friends from overseas, of meeting with de- 
legated observers from the Orthodox and Baptist churches in the USSR and for the 
presence of observers of the Roman Catholic and Armenian Churches". 


The delegates agreed that “whatever our attitude to the problem of co-exist- 
ence, it is our task as Christians to resist with all our might, in both east 
and west, the uncritical way of thinking in terms of friend and foe, the atti- 
tude which regards the other side as being of the devil, and the searchfor a 
scapegoat", But they could not agree whether "the struggle for co-existence is 
a correct expression of the service of reconciliation". 


They regretted that "here in Lausanne we have not all been able to join to- 
gether in Holy Communion" and that after so many years of the ecumenical move- 
ment "we are still unable and so unprepared by our churches to enter into effect- 
ive conversation with each other". 


“We shall not cease to demand of our denominations, of the neighbouring de- 
nominations and of the Vorld Council of Churches to work seriously towards the 
establishment of increasingly inclusive intercommunion.... Do not come oa 
standstill in this most urgent task", they appealed. "We urge our churches: do 
not send us to another ecumenical youth conference like the one in Lausanne 
until enough progress has been made on this point. We know there are no easy 
solutions here." 

"We know how disastrous are the consequences of the splitting up of Europe 
and of the world into power blocks and zones of national self-interest. And we 
are shocked to discover how badly informed we are about all these things, and 
we know that this defective knowledge hampers our service to the world", the 
delegates said. 
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Europeans must realise that the age of colonialism is over and replace 
acquisitiveness with sacrifice, even if this means a "lowering of our standards 
of living", they agreed, They called attention to the efforts of Swiss and Swe- 
dish delegations at Lausanne who have agreed to give 5 per cent of their August 
wages for aid to "countries of rapid social change". 


Charity alone will not help, the delegates found, They said that only the 
dedicated action of people who will give their energy and years of their lives 
will be of true assistance, Witness of Asian and African churches, they said, is 
intimately bound up with the example of those Europeans and Americans who go A 
the areas, not as missionaries, but as technicians, engineers, agriculturists, 
et al. They suggested that young Christians accept this missionary character 
Gr techitcal aid, 


Oo 


Churches in Asia and Africa, as principal bearers of Christian witness there, 
need the support of the whole Christian world “down to the smallest local chunchuge 
the young delegates said. “But this aid is two-way traffic and the Asian and 
African churches can and should help the churches of Europe." 


Much of the document dealt with the struggle for unity and understanding be- 
tween denominations in local communities through Bible studies, common prayer and 
service, "Many of us also believe that it is time to seek direct contact of this 
kind also with Roman Catholics," 


"The ecumenical movement is not a liberation from the bonds of the local 
church, but a calling to a more conscious participation in the life of the church 
e2eee We belong to our local churches henceforth as restless and impatient mem-— 
bers called to critical participation." The delegates spoke of lack of communi- 
cation between clergy and laity, and young and old in their own congregations. 


"We, the members of the Lausanne Assembly 1960, solemnly confess to Jesus 
Christ as the Light of the World, humbly believing that if we truly allow His 
Light to shine in and through our own lives, then not only will the life and 
witness of our churches be renewed, but we shall also be led by God to univy fox 
which we yearn", the findings concluded. 


(The complete text of the findings of the Lausanne Youth Assembly are avail 
able on request from the Information Department, World Council of Churches, 17 
route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.) BPS, Geneva 


Brothers from Taizé Visit England 


(Taizé, France) - Eight brothers of the Reformed Community of Taizé recently vi- 
sited England at the invitation of the Bishop of Sheffield, the Rt, Rev. Les. 
Hunter, They gave a series of three lectures on the life and liturgy of the com- 
munity and their work for unity, They also addressed 120 clergymen at Lambeth 
Palace. Anglican bishops and priests, the moderator of the English Presbyterian 
Church and a Greek Orthodox Metropolitan were among those present, 


The contacts between the French community and the Church of England will be 
continued, The Bishop of Sheffield plans to visit Taizé soon to arrange for 
next year's meeting, The Archbishop of York and other Anglican bishops are also 


to visit the community. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


At the ago of 31, Bishop Nikodim, the new head of the Office of Foreign Re- 
lations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, is the young- 


est person ever to hold the position. 
* 


Anglican bishop A.E.J. Rawlinson, 76, Bishop of Derby for a quarter of a 
century, died July 17 on his birthday. He attended the 1910 Edinburgh Conference 
on the World Mission of the Church and was strongly interestcd in the unity of 
the Church, He wrote books on the problem of church reunion, the Church of souwgn 
India, and "The Anglican Communion in Christendom", 


* * 


The Korean Methodist Church has sent three recent graduates of Ehwa Univers-— 
ity in Seoul to Pakistan as the church's first missionaries since World War II. 
The young women will study Urdu before beginning their teaching at a Protestant 
school near Lahore. 
x * 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, will inaugurate the , 
new Anglican Province of East Africa at Dar-—es-Salam on August 3 with the Bishop 
of Mombasa, the Rt. Rev. L.J. Beecher as first archbishop. 


un eat 


The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Dr, Auguste Lindt, has 
been named Swiss ambassador to the United States. His resignation from his present 


post is effective December 31. 
x 


The subject of clergy pay was prominent at two recent church gatherings in 
England. The Church Assembly (Anglican) voted to appoint a commission to exa- 
mine the present system of pay which has been described as "chaotic, uneconomical 
and wasteful". <A speaker said that it was unrealistic not to realise that the 
shortage of clergy was aggravated by failure to provide satisfactory compensation. 
The Sritish Methodist Annual Conference at its recent meeting voted to make ine 
creases in ministerial allowances in 1961 and 1962. 


* * 


Following the merger of their parent bodies into The American Lutheran Church 
last April (see EPS No.l7), three Canadian lutheran groups with a total member- 
ship of about 60,000 have merged into the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canadas 


* # 


Soichi Saito, prominent Japanese Christian leadcr, died July 5, 1960. He had 
been a YMCA secretary in Japan since 1917 and had worked in Europe, the USA, China 
and Siberia as well as Japan. From 1934 to 1956 he was general secretary of the 
Japanese YMCA. 

* * 

Four Natal Lutheran bodies of different national mission backgrounds joined 
into a single 160,000-member Evangelical Lutheran Church of Zulu-xXhosa—Swazi 
Region, ‘The eaee regional church is one of several such regional united Luther- 
an bodies being set up in the different provinces of the Union of South Africa 
and South-West Africa. EPS, Geneva 


